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September 8, 2019 

NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS 
Sunday before Holy Cross 

 

ȷɄɃɆɇɃȿɃɆ -EPISTLE READING - Galatians 6: 11-18 
 

B 
rethren, , see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 

It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel 

you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for 

the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep 

the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. 

But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 

the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision 

counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be 

upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man 

trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.  
 

 
ŭŮɚűɞɑ, ŭŮŰŮ ˊɖɚɑəɞɘɠ ɛ ɜ ɔɟɎɛɛŬůɘɜ ɔɟŬɣŬ Ű  ɛ  ɢŮɘɟɑ. ůɞɘ ɗɏɚɞɡůɘɜ 

Ů ˊɟɞůɤˊ ůŬɘ ɜ ůŬɟəɑ, ɞ Űɞɘ ɜŬɔəɎɕɞɡůɘɜ ɛ ɠ ˊŮɟɘŰɏɛɜŮůɗŬɘ, ɛɧɜɞɜ 

ɜŬ ɛ  Ű  ůŰŬɡɟ  Űɞ  ɉɟɘůŰɞ  ŭɘɩəɤɜŰŬɘ. Ƀ ŭ  ɔ ɟ ɞ  ˊŮɟɘŰŮŰɛɖɛɏɜɞɘ 

Ŭ Űɞ  ɜɧɛɞɜ űɡɚɎůůɞɡůɘɜ, ɚɚ  ɗɏɚɞɡůɘɜ ɛ ɠ ˊŮɟɘŰɏɛɜŮůɗŬɘ, ɜŬ ɜ Ű  ɛŮŰɏɟ  

ůŬɟə  əŬɡɢɐůɤɜŰŬɘ. ɛɞ  ŭ  ɛ  ɔɏɜɞɘŰɞ əŬɡɢ ůɗŬɘ Ů  ɛ  ɜ Ű  ůŰŬɡɟ  Űɞ  əɡɟɑɞɡ 

ɛ ɜ ɖůɞ  ɉɟɘůŰɞĿ ŭɘᾷ ɞ  ɛɞ  əɧůɛɞɠ ůŰŬɨɟɤŰŬɘ, ə ɔ  Ű  əɧůɛ . ɜ ɔ ɟ 

ɉɟɘůŰ  ɖůɞ  ɞ ŰŮ ˊŮɟɘŰɞɛɐ Űɘ ůɢɨŮɘ, ɞ ŰŮ əɟɞɓɡůŰɑŬ, ɚɚ  əŬɘɜ  əŰɑůɘɠ. ȾŬ  

ůɞɘ Ű  əŬɜɧɜɘ ŰɞɨŰ  ůŰɞɘɢɐůɞɡůɘɜ, Ů ɟɐɜɖ ˊᾷ Ŭ Űɞɨɠ, əŬ  ɚŮɞɠ, əŬ  ˊ  Ű ɜ 

ůɟŬ ɚ Űɞ  ɗŮɞ . ɇɞ  ɚɞɘˊɞ , əɧˊɞɡɠ ɛɞɘ ɛɖŭŮ ɠ ˊŬɟŮɢɏŰɤĿ ɔ  ɔ ɟ Ű  ůŰɑɔɛŬŰŬ 

Űɞ  əɡɟɑɞɡ ɖůɞ  ɜ Ű  ůɩɛŬŰɑ ɛɞɡ ɓŬůŰɎɕɤ.  ɢɎɟɘɠ Űɞ  əɡɟɑɞɡ ɛ ɜ ɖůɞ  

ɉɟɘůŰɞ  ɛŮŰ  Űɞ  ˊɜŮɨɛŬŰɞɠ ɛ ɜ, ŭŮɚűɞɑ. ɛɐɜ.  
 

Epistle Reader: Nicolette Turner  



Memorials at conclusion of Divine Liturgy. 

Fellowship in Hall following Divine Liturgy. 

ȺɈȷũũȺȿȽɃɁ - GOSPEL READING -  John 3:13-17 
 

T 
he Lord said, "No one has ascended into heaven but he who de-

scended from heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. And as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 

of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent 

the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him." 
 

E 
ˊŮɜ  ȾɨɟɘɞɠĿ əŬ  ɞ ŭŮ ɠ ɜŬɓɏɓɖəŮɜ Ů ɠ Ű ɜ ɞ ɟŬɜ ɜ Ů  ɛ   

ə Űɞ  ɞ ɟŬɜɞ  əŬŰŬɓɎɠ,  ɡ ɠ Űɞ  ɜɗɟɩˊɞɡ  ɜ ɜ Ű  

ɞ ɟŬɜ . əŬ  əŬɗ ɠ ɀɤɦů ɠ ɣɤůŮ Ű ɜ űɘɜ ɜ Ű  ɟɐɛ , 

ɞ Űɤɠ ɣɤɗ ɜŬɘ ŭŮ  Ű ɜ ɡ ɜ Űɞ  ɜɗɟɩˊɞɡ, ɜŬ ˊ ɠ  ˊɘůŰŮɨɤɜ Ů ɠ 

Ŭ Ű ɜ ɛ  ˊɧɚɖŰŬɘ ɚɚ' ɢ  ɕɤ ɜ Ŭ ɩɜɘɞɜ. Ƀ Űɤ ɔ ɟ ɔɎˊɖůŮɜ  ŪŮ ɠ 

Ű ɜ əɧůɛɞɜ, ůŰŮ Ű ɜ ɡ ɜ Ŭ Űɞ  Ű ɜ ɛɞɜɞɔŮɜ  ŭɤəŮɜ, ɜŬ ˊ ɠ  

ˊɘůŰŮɨɤɜ Ů ɠ Ŭ Ű ɜ ɛ  ˊɧɚɖŰŬɘ ɚɚ' ɢ  ɕɤ ɜ Ŭ ɩɜɘɞɜ. ɞ  ɔ ɟ 

ˊɏůŰŮɘɚŮɜ  ŪŮ ɠ Ű ɜ ɡ ɜ Ŭ Űɞ  Ů ɠ Ű ɜ əɧůɛɞɜ ɜŬ əɟɑɜ  Ű ɜ 

əɧůɛɞɜ, ɚɚ' ɜŬ ůɤɗ   əɧůɛɞɠ ŭɘ' Ŭ Űɞ .  

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST ORTHODOX 

BOOKSTORE 
 

Visit the St. Johnôs Orthodox Bookstore after service!  Here 

you will find lovely icons, a variety of religious articles, 

delightful Christian books for adults & children, baptismal 

candles and beautiful bibles.  Youôre sure to get gift ideas for 

your loved ones!   The Bookstore is also available during 

the week by contacting the Church Office at 714-827-0181. 



HYMNS OF THE DAY  



RELIGIOUS SERVICES, MEETINGS & EVENTS  

FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2019  
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross  

September 14 
 
Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the 

Great, when she was already advanced in years, 

undertook, in her great piety, the hardships of a 

journey to Jerusalem in search of the cross, about the 

year 325. A temple to Aphrodite had been raised up by 

the Emperor Hadrian upon Golgotha, to defile and 

cover with oblivion the place where the saving Passion 

had been suffered.  

 

The venerable Helen had the statue of Aphrodite 

destroyed, and the earth removed, revealing the Tomb 

of our Lord, and three crosses. Of these, it was 

believed that one must be that of our Lord, the other two of the thieves crucified 

with Him; but Saint Helen was at a loss which one might be the Wood of our 

salvation. At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of Jerusalem, a lady 

of Jerusalem, who was already at the point of death from a certain disease, was 

brought to touch the crosses, and as soon as she came near to the Cross of our 

Lord, she was made perfectly whole. Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted 

on high by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on the ambo, and 

when the people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord have mercy."  

 

It should be noted that after its discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was 

taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was left in Jerusalem in the 

magnificent church built by Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that time, the 

Persians plundered Palestine and took the Cross to their own country. Late, in 

the year 628, Emperor Heraclius set out on a military campaign, retrieved the 

Cross, and after bringing it to Constantinople, himself escorted it back to 

Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place. 

 

Rest from labor. A Fast is observed today, whatever day of the week it may be. 

 

       www.goarch.org 



RELIGIOUS SERVICES, MEETINGS & EVENTS  

FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2019  

Sun. September 8, 2019 

 NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS 
 Orthros 9am, Divine Liturgy 10am 

 

ACOLYTES - TEAM A 

NARTHEX - TEAM 2 
 

 Church School Begins with Agiasmo 

 Greek Dance Practices 
 

Tue. September 10, 2019  

 Catechism Class, 7pm 

 AHEPA Mtg, 7pm 
 

Thu. September 12, 2019 

 Choir practice, 7pm 
 

Sat. September 14, 2019 

 Elevation of the Holy Cross  

 Orthros 9am, Divine Liturgy 10am 

 

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO  

HAVE A MEMORIAL? 
 

Memorials are a powerful and beautiful way 

to pray for our departed loved ones. To have 

a memorial prayed at the conclusion of the 

Divine Liturgy, contact the office to fill out 

the needed information over the phone, or 

stop by the office. 

Required items needed for the Memorial 

Service include: 
 

Koliva-Boiled Wheat, shaped into a 

ñfuneral moundò, mixed with various 

ingredients. 

Jesus Christ, speaking about the 

Resurrection, tells us that "unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

alone; but if it dies, it bears much 

fruit" (John 12:24). If you cannot make 

koliva, please ask for assistance from the 

church office. 
 

Important, but optional items include: 
 

1)Prosphoronï offertory bread, a portion of 

which becomes the Body of Christ: The 

Eucharist. 

2)Communion Wine ï which becomes the 

Precious Blood of Christ. 

3)Olive Oil ï as an offering to the house of 

God, used for the ñsleepless vigil lampò on 

the holy altar. 

4)A donation to the Church, in memory of 

your loved one. 
 

May these offerings be a small 

demonstration of our piety and devotion to 

God, on behalf of the soul of our departed 

loved one. 

ALTAR BOY TRAINING - SEPT. 29TH 
 

There will be an Altar Boy Training and 

teaching on Sunday, Sept. 29th, following 

antidoron. All current altar boys, and new ones 

(minimum age 8 years old) should remain in 

church after receiving Holy Communion, in 

order to attend. The meeting will include 

learning about the holy altar, getting set up 

with altar boy rotations, and learning the 

fundamental movements and expectations 

while in the holy altar.  
 

For more information, please contact either Fr. 

Constantine or Mr. Argirios Dimopoulos. 





GOYA Meeting! 
Friday, September 20th, from 7-9pm 

 

We'll meet in the Small Hall. Come for food, fun, and an 

amazing talk on the "Blockbuster Saints" St. Eustathios 

Placidas and His family! Please bring side dishes - pizza will 

be covered by the GOYA fund. 

     Love in Christ, 

     GOYA Leadership 




