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STIJOHN CHRYSOSTOMOS CHRI ST

BEHOLD a new and wondrous mystery. My ears resound to the
Shepher gipisg ne wfingelodybut chanting full forth a
heavenly hymn. The Angels sing. The Archangels blend their voice ir
harmony. The Cherubim hymn their joyful praise. The Seraphim exal

on earth, and man in heaven. He Who is above, now for our redemp
dwells here below; and he that was lowly is by divine mercy raised.

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven; hearing from the stars the

on every side, the Sun of justice. And ask not how; for where God w
the order of nature yields. For He willed; He had the power; He

day He Who is, is Born; and He Who is, becomes what He was not.
For when He was God, He became man; yet not departing from the Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any lg
divinity became He man, nor through increase became He God from man; but being the Word He became
His nature, because of impassability, remaining unchanged.

with Him Angels, nor Archangels, nor Thrones, nor Dominations, nor Powers, nor Principalities, but, treadi
a new and solitary path, He has come forth from a spotless womb.

His glory. All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead hie

singing of angelic voices; and in place of the sun, enfolds within itselfj

And so the kings have come, and they have seen the heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not bri:ﬁing
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descended; He redeemed,; all things yielded in obedience to God. This

5S Of
lesh,

curious scrutiny. Though | know that a Virgin this day gave birth, and | believe God was begotten before al

Since this heavenly birth cannot be described, neither does His coming amongst us in these days permit of{too

time, yet the manner of this generation | have learned to venerate in silence and | accept that this is not to be
probed too curiously with wordy speech. For with God we look not for the order of nature, but rest our faithfin
the poser of Him who works.

What shall | say to you; what shall | tell you? | behold a Mother who has brought forth; | see a Child come to

this light by birth. The manner of His conception | cannot comprehend.
Nature here rested, while the Will of God labored. O ineffable grace! The Only Begotten, Who is before al

liable to corruption. For what reason? That coming amongst us he may teach us, and teaching, lead us
hand to the things that men cannot see. For since men believe that the eyes are more trustworthy than th

remove all doubt. Continued.......cc..........

ages

Who cannot be touched or be perceived, Who is simple, without body, has now put on my body, that is visible and

Dy the
e ears,

they doubt of that which they do not see, and so He has deigned to show Himself in bodily presence, that He may




Christ, finding the holy body and soul of the Virgin, builds for Himself a living temple, and as He has Willedl

formed there a man from the Virgin; and, putting Him on, this day came forth; unashamed of the lowliness
our nature.

For it was to Him no lowering to put on what He Himself had made. Let that handiwork be forever gIorifiedL
re

which became the cloak of its own Creator. For as in the first creation of flesh, man could not be made be

f

the clay had come into His hand, so neither could this corruptible body be glorified, until it had first become| the

garment of its Maker.

What shall | say! And how shall | describe this Birth to you? For this wonder fills me with astonishment. Tjhe
Ancient of days has become an infant. He who sits upon the sublime and heavenly Throne, now lies in a rfpan-
ger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subjec: to
hands of men. He Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now bound by an infants bands. But He has decreed

that ignominy shall become honor, infamy be clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of His
Goodness.

For this He assumed my body, that | may become capable of His Word; taking my flesh, He gives me His dpirit;
and so He bestowing and | receiving, He prepares for me the treasures of Life. He takes my flesh, to sanciify

me; He gives me His Spirit, that He may save me.

Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Truly wondrous is the whole chronicle of the Nativity. For this day tLe
dise

ancient slavery is ended, the devil confounded, the demons take to flight, the power of death is broken, pa

is unlocked the curse is taken away, sin is removed from us, error driven out, truth has been brought back,jthe
speech of kindliness diffused, and spreads on every side, a heavenly way of life has been implanted on the earth,

angels communicate with men without fear, and men now hold speech with angels.

Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and man in heaven; on every side all things commingle. He brcame

Flesh. He did not become God. He was God. Wherefore He became flesh, so that He Whom heaven did

contain, a manger would this day receive. He was placed in a manger, so that He, by whom all things are
nourishedmay recei ve an i nf ant 6 sSgfthe Batherbfralbagesad andnfait atthg

not
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breast, nestles in the virginal arms, that the Magi may more easily see Him. Since this day the Magi too hdve

come, and made a beginning of withstanding tyranny; and the heavens give glory, as the Lord is revealed
star.
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To Him, then Who out of confusion has wrought a clear path, to Christ, to the Father, and to the Holy Ghost, we

offer all praise, now and forever. Amen

St. John ChrysostomfiHomi |y on Chr i
(excerpt)

St mea




THE VINEYARD

A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA
(714) 8270181

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
REV. FR. JOHN KARIOTAKIS, PROISTAMENOS
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Schedule of Sunday Worship Services
Orthros & Divine Liturgy.........ccccovvvvevvvvvvviiinennnn. 9:00 A.M.

Memorials at Conclusion of Divine Liturgy
Fellowship in Church Hall Following Divine Liturgy

WEEKDAY/HOLY DAY SERVICES......9:00 A.M.

Parish Programs

ALTAR BOYS - Each boy serves in the Altar once every otheek
STUDIES IN THE FAITH - Tuesdays 11:00 A.M.
EVENING STUDIES IN THE FAITH - As scheduled
CATECHISM CLASS - (TBA when series will resume)
GREEK LANGUAGE SCHOOL - Tuesdays 4:00 P.M.
CLASS FOR THOSE ENGAGED TO BE MARRIED - As scheduled
FOLK DANCE GROUPS - Rehearsals Sunday$mall Hall 12:00 P.M- Large Hall1:00 P.M.
GOYA - See Schedule
PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY - First Wednesday of the monti7:00 P.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL - September to June each year
CHOIR PRACTICE - 2nd & 4th Thursday of each montli:00 P.M.
ST. JOHN=S GOLDEN STARS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS - Meets informally

WELCOMING COMMITTEE - In the Narthex during Liturgies

Please visit uat: www.stjohnanaheim.org

Email: info@stjohnanaheim.org




WORSHIP SERVICES

Saturday, December 6, 2015
10th Sunday of Luke
Orthros 9am& Divine Liturgy 10am

Sunday, December 13, 2015
11th Sunday of Luke
Orthros 9am & Divine Liturgy 10am

TN Sunday, December 20, 2015 T
K Sunday before Nativity | *

Orthros 9am & Divine Liturgy 10am

Thursday, December 24, 2015 ‘
m | LITURGY OF NATIVITY, 6pm m
- Friday, December 25, 2015 -
HOLY NATIVITY

Orthros 9am& Divine Liturgy 10am

Sunday, December 27, 2015
Sunday after Nativity
Orthros 9am & Divine Liturgy 10am

ACOLYTES OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

TEAM A TEAM B

Michael Bangos Argirios Alexopoulos

George Bovetas Alexios Angeletakis

Anthony Christofer Christopher Bangos

Dimitri Dimopoulos Aleko Culp

Donald Glinkie Spiro-Papachristou Gabriel

Thanasi Halfhill Dimitri Kouloumbis

Dimitrios McLain Yanni Kouloumbis

Nicholas Pieratos Alexander Krantz

Gregory Roumpos George Skordi

Michael Vino Anastasios Tasigeorgos
Dionysious Tasigeorgos

1.) Acolytes should be in the altar and vested by 10:00 A.M.

2.) Clothing preference is white (or light) shirt and tie with dark shoes.
NO SNEAKERS PLEASE.
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1 2 3 4 5
Greek Langua( Philoptochos AHEPA
School, 4pm ﬁggg%‘ 2 CHRISTMAS
Christmas PARTY, 6PM
Potluck,
6:30pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10th Sunday Studies in the
’ Goldenstars
of Luke Faith, 11am Senior
Orthros 9am & Christmas
Divine Liturgy 1( Greek Langua Luncheon
Parish Council School, 4pm
Election
Philoptochos
Bake Sale
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
11th Sunday Studies in the Choir
of Luke Faith, 11am Christmas
Orthros 9am & Potluck
. School, 4pm
Stewardship In the Small
g/lmlstry Parish Council Hall
unday
Mtg., 7pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Sunday before Church Office |HOLY
Nativity Hours NATIVITY
Orthros 9am & 9AM-1PM | Orthros 9am &
Divine Liturgy 1( Divine Liturgy
Sunday Church CHRISTMAS 10am
School Christmg EVE LITURGY
Pageant OF NATIVITY, +
L -y
27 28 29 30 31 January 1st | Studies in the
Sunday after 2016 Faith will
Nativity Orthros & resume on
Orthros 9am & Divine Liturgy Tuesday,
Divine Liturgy 1( 9am Jan. 19, 2016




CHURCH REGISTRY

November 8, 2015
Harlow Sophia Hale
Proud Parents: Basilios Alexios Stamatogianopoulos and Summer Hale
Godparent (s): John Stamatogianopoulos

November 15, 2015
Rami Stefanos Hammoude
Proud Parent: Katerina Gabriel
CONGRATULATIONS! Godparent (s): Mr. & Mrs. Vasili Pollatos

FELL ASLEEP IN THE LORD

November 9, 2015

Mercina Vatakis

+MEMORY ETERNAL+

MEMORIALS

November 1, 2015 November 8, 2015 NO\_/ember 15, 2015
Nebiat Berhane- 6 Months Vera Lionakis Pagel- 3 Months Konstantine Poulidis- 40 Days
Harry Nichols Jr. - 6 Months loannis Lantzourakis - 9 Months
Wilma Zografos - 1 Year Gus Pass 1 Year

Helen Mikirelos - 1 Year
+MEMORY ETERNAL+

| DECEMBER PROSFORO SCHEDULE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

PARISH COUNCIL BOARD
Date Preparer
December 6 Katerina Tseheridis ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD

December 6 Fofo Panagakis SUNDAY. DECEMBER 6. 2015
December 12 Voula Kitsigianis ' '
December 13 Maria Tambouris

December 20 Lela Bonorris

December 24 Voula Kitsigianis SAVE THE DATE !
December 25 Fofo Panagakis

December 25 Fotini Poulopoulos STEWARDSHIP/MINISTRY
December 25 Katerina Tseheridis

December 27 Elefteria Konstantarakis SUNDAY

DECEMBER 13, 2015




STJOHN»S GOYA

Holiday Greetings and Merry Christmas to all!

We were so thrilled last month with our first bake-sale fundraiser. Thank you all for
participating and for purchasing the delicious treats. We are off to a great start! We
are building funds to have a dance in the Spring and invite all of our friends from
other churches. We will have another fundraiser in December selling personalized
Christmas ornaments in Greek and English. Please support us by visiting our table in
the hall after church to buy or pre-order your ornaments!

Get ready to lace up your basketball shoes! We have new coaches this year to lead §is
to a successful and fun filled season! Junior Girls will be headed up by Maxine
Vrahnos and Didi Petros. Senior Girls will have Mike Nichols at the helm. Junior
Boys will be lead by Lee Petros. Senior Boys will be coached by Tim Krantz.

We are looking for GOYANSs to play for all teams. We are also trying to start a
Peewee league for kids ages -2 years old. If you are interested and would like to
join in the fun please contact Argiri Dimopoulos at 714/39B8464. No experience
necessary! If you have any uniforms please return them to Louisa Pieratos at church
this Sunday.

We hope you all have a Blessed Christmas and Healthy and Happy New Year!

Maxine Vrahnos -President
Didi Petros -Vice President
Louisa PieratosTreasurer
Patricia BangosSecretary

Congratulations to the 2015/2016 newly elected GOYA board. They
have already begun planning some up coming events.
We look forward to a fun and productive year.

President- Spiro Papachristou
Vice President- Eleni Attard
Treasurer - Panayiota Pieratos

Secretary- Dimitri Dimopoulos




cﬁ: St. John Sunday Church School News

December 2015

Rejoice! Christ is born!

Christmas Pageant
December 20,2015

Please join us in celebrating the birth of our Lord
by watching our Sunday Church School students
perform in our beautiful Christmas program. We
have already begun preparing and we are all
excited! Our students will perform in a Nativity play
and our Youth Choir will be singing beautiful
Christmas carols. We will also offer a Lenten
breakfast, crafts for the youth, a bake sale and a
visit from Santa. We hope you all can join us!

“We would like to thank those who supported our Poinsettia Fundraiser. The money raised will help
with upcoming Church School projects.

@Thank you to all the families that donated for the pasta drive that we sponsored with our
Philoptochos. Because of your donations, we are able to feed many hungry children in Orange County
through Caterina’s Club.

Oratorical Festival
March 19,2016

Christmas break is a great time to start working on your Oratorical presentation! The topics for the 2016 St.
John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival were passed out to the students in their Church School classes. There are
3 divisions; Senior Division for 10 - 12t graders, Junior Division for 7 - 9% graders, and the Elementary
Division for the 4 - 6™ graders. We hope you will encourage your child to participate in this wonderful program.

We wish all our Church School students and their families a blessed Christmas and a
healthy and happy 2016!

Kally Attard -Director

“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them.” Matthew 19:14
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Please join us for our Annual
Church School Christmas Program

Sunday, December 20, 2015

The Students will put on a beautiful performance
for everyone to enjoy!
The festivities will take place in the Hall
AFTER church services.

There will be a

Pancake Breakfast for $5
For dessert there will be delicious treats an
gleeka at the Bake Sale!
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Make sure you stay until the end for a special
visitor fromdSaitat NoOEt

We look forward to seeing our community there!
Merry Christmas! Kala Christougena!
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

General Meeting and Christmas Potluck
Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:30 pm

We invite our Philoptochos members, their spouses and friends to join us for our General Meeting and Christmas Potluck
Dinner on Wednesday, December 2nd at 6:30 pm. Members and guests are invited to bring an item for the potluck
dinner. We ask our members and guests to bring gift cards valued at $20.00 or greater (grocery stores, Target or
Walmart) that we can provide to needy families in our local schools and surrounding community during this blessed
holiday season.

With your generous support of our Holiday Welfare Program fund raisers, the Blessings in a Backpack program and
grocery store gift cards, Philoptochos continues to help the needy in our community. Thank you.

Philoptochos wishes you, your family and all our friends a Merry Christmas and a joyous New Year.
Cindy Xezos, President

Pasta Drive for Caterina’s Club

1
Thank you for your support of the Pasta Drive for p—
Caterina's Club. Check out all of the pasta and pasta | s B e ware o
sauce donated on Sunday, November 8th by our Sunday :

School, Philoptochos and you, our parishioners. This will Christmas Concert Benefiting

be added to the two large boxes of pasta and sauce St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and
previously donated during the week of November 1st. National Shrine—Friday, December 4th
Plus, we received cash donations of $200 that will be
added to the Pasta Drive. Again, thank you so much. Join Southern California Philoptochos Chapters on
Friday, December 4th, for a Christmas Concert
featuring the internationally renowned Citrus College
Singers. The Concert will be held at the Assumption
Blessed Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church in Long
Beach. Doors open at 6:30 pm and the Concert will
begin at 7:30 pm. All proceeds to benefit the rebuilding
of the St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and
National Shrine at the World Trade Center.

[ Philoplochog

Tickets/Donation are $20 per person. Children 16 and
under are FREE. Contact Cindy Kezos for tickets (714-
392-1329).

Thank you—Through your generosity, Philoptochos
raised $620 on November 1st, the Feast Day of Saints
Cosmas and Damianos, the patron saints of Philoptochos.
These funds will benefit the philanthropic programs of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Thank you for your support.




“Fall into Fashion

Eleni Attard, Panayiota Pieratos, Irene Xilika
Bella Vino and Alexia Kallah







